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American Studies 335 Michael R. H. Swanson, Ph. D.
New England Office:  CAS 110
Roger Williams University Hours: M, F,   9:00-10:00
CAS 228 T, Th 11:00-12:30 or by appointment
M, W. &  F  11:00-12:00 Phone:  254 3230
Fall Semester, 2008 E-mail:  amst335@gmail.com

Week of September 28:

For Monday, September 28

Read, in Joseph Wood, The New England Village, 

Chapter 1, The Colonial Encounter With the Land, pp. 9 - 51. 

Notes on Reading

As I indicated in class on Wednesday, I was going to slow down the reading in The New
England Village a bit.  I know it can be dense going, but I'm hoping as you get used to his
vocabulary and techniques you'll find him easier going.  I think our discussion on cultural landscapes
helped some, and I'm making a note to myself to make sure to talk about it a little the next time I
offer this course.  Thinking about the book, its organization, and its techniques, I'm thinking some
of you may benefit by the following strategy.   

C Before plowing into each assignment, take a few minutes to meditate on just
the bold faced chapter introduction.  In chapter one, this appears on page 9.
There are a couple of terms which may make your eyes spin:  for example
diachronic  and synchronic.  At first don't worry about these.  Read the rest
of the introduction and ask yourselves, do I really need to know what
diachronic and synchronic mean, or can I understand "I argue that New
England's settlers were well prepared to employ New England's
grasslands--you can see these salt marshes and freshwater meadows flying
over New England today".  and "Furthermore it was division of grasslands
more than it was covenanted community, puritan ideology, or defensive
precautions that shaped human geographical patterns and forms of
agricultural settlement.  New Englanders built New England villages on the
human geographical fundations established by the first settlers raising cattle".

C If you get the gist of what follows, you can forget worrying about
"diachronic" and "synchronic".  If you aren't quite sure about what
"covenanted community, puritan precautions, or defensive precautions"
mean, remember that he's saying that these did not shape the New England
Village.  Do you really need to understand these in order to understand what
the last sentence (his thesis) says?  If not, then you can decide to worry about
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those terms later.  He may explain them in the chapter, or he may not.  But
knowing much about them in detail may not be all that important.

C Once you've performed those preliminary meditations, proceed to spend a
couple of minutes looking at the chapter subheadings.  In Chapter one, these
are:

C The Exceptionalist Tradition
C Cultural Context
C Emigrants
C Puritanism
C The New England Experience
C Land Types
C Settling Land
C Shaping New England's Cultural Geography
C The Settlement Landscape
C A Settlement Utopia

Some of these you may already know something about, some of them not.  What
you're doing at this point is trying to identify the  places in the chapter which are
likely to be more troublesome, and those parts which are likely to be less so.

Next, turn your attention to the illustrations and the captions!!!

C First,  do you understand the key to the maps or charts?  If not, formulate
questions which will help clarify what they mean, and make sure to ask those
questions either in class or by e-mail.

C Second, look for figures which more or less illustrate the same point.
Consider, for example, Figs 1.3, 1,5, 1.6, and 1.7.  Do the captions  of these
illustrations direct your attention to the same things?  Notice that he repeats
the words Salt Marsh in three of the four of these.  Is there a similar area in
the other?  (You'll probably notice that Fig. 1.4 also is captioned "salt marsh".
From this, you can probably determine that salt marsh is pretty important. 

C Consider specialist terms in the illustrations which might be unfamiliar to
you.  For example "Glacio-lacustrine zone"  appears in the text of Figures 1,9
and 1.10.  Do you need to know the technical definition?  Notice that in each
illustration he talks about meadows.  It would seem that meadows and
glacio-lacustrine zones have something to do with each other.  Perhaps
"meadows" is all you need to know.  

C Figures 1.11 and 1.12 illustrate "intervales", one of which is "small".  Can
you guess what an "intervale" is from the information in the illustrations?  
If you do decide you really need to be sure you understand intervale, that's the
time to use a dictionary.  I like to use online ones, myself.  

http://www.dictionary.com
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For Wednesday, October 1

Find at least two things to add to your journal.  Use different sources from the ones
you used before.  Write a sentence or two (or three, or four) about them, why they
caught your eye, and what they made you think about relative to New England, as
well as any questions they may have raised in your mind.  

Browse someone else's journal.  Browse as many as you can.  Leave comments when
you feel so disposed.  I now have ten or more different sources for you to use...happy
hunting.

For Friday, October 3

Read, In Joseph Wood, 
Chapter 2, Village and Community in the 17th Century, pp. 52 - 70

You will also need to understand what a "village" is, and note that
this term is not synonymous with "town". Make sure you understand
the relationship between towns and villages. 

Two types of village are noted in this chapter, and you will have to be
able to distinguish between the Nucleated and Dispersed types. You
should have a sense of what kinds of conditions called each type into
being, and also a sense of which type predominated. 

The relationship between village and community is also important, and will become even more
important when we begin using our next book, "A Very Social Time".


